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and running from Chinese Sinkiang eastwards to the
Caspian Sea, lie Kirghizia, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan.
North of that again, and running along the northern border
of each of these, ranges the vast Kazakh Soviet Socialist
Republic.

Full-blown socialism came slowly amongst these peoples.
First the land was recovered for peasant proprietorship,
as had been the case in Russia proper. The long-continued
abuses, greed, and indolence of the governing classes made
them vulnerable, and they fell.

The next stage was won by the tractor. It had been
hard for the peasant, having got possession of land, to
relinquish it again and join in collective farming on a
larger grouping, and there was danger that individual
peasants might grow rich and, by adding land to land,
recreate the evils from which they had escaped. The
tractor saved them from themselves. The spring of 1930
was the critical moment. Spring-tide was late. Time for
sowing was brief. The peasants struggled to scratch the
earth with their wooden ploughs. And there across the
line dividing his narrow fields from the State farms and the
collective farms, the great steel horse tore up the hard
earth at a furious pace. In vain the mullahs warned the
farmers that *c fields ploughed with tractors yield no
harvests ''. The marvel was wrought before their astonished
eyes. The tractor had won. Peasants joined the collec-
tives. Planned economy had arrived for the cotton industry
of Central Asia.

The Uzbeks, having been established as a Union Re-
public in 1924, have been in fifteen years, transformed
from a backward Tsarist colony into one of the most
flourishing republics of the Soviet East. In 1928 the first
Uzbek cotton-mills were built, and then construction of a
huge textile-works was started, called by Stalin the new
base for the Soviet textile industry. These mills are to
produce 150 million metres of fabric annually.

Cotton-fields need fertilizers. The hydro-electric stations
on the Chirchik River, near Tashkent, the capital, provide